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We lead off this issue with a note of optimism. The following is a news 
squib we received from Mark Fendrick who got it from a news publication 
in the U.K. It is dated April 29th so it is reasonably current. 
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We know a lot of you are wondering about the future of the QL. All the 
rumours we have been hearing, and we do want to stress that that is all 
we are hearing (nothing definite has come out of Amstrad) is that the 
QL in one shape or another will be around for awhile. There is even 
talk cropping up of QL “clones.” We will keep you up to date with the 
latest news each month in QLR. Leon Heller, chairman of QUANTA, reports 
he talked with Alan Sugar, director of Amstrad and Sugar told him if 
they did not keep the QL, they would sell the rights to an interested 
party. 


The First Annual Computerfest was held during the first weekend in May 
and was by all accounts a huge success. We are sorry we could not 
attend in person but we did have an absentee booth with catalogs and 
flyers. George and Carol Whitham, the new QL distributors were there, 
donated a complete QL system consisting of computer, monitor,and 
printer, as a door prize. The Whithams are the best thing that ever 
happened to Sinclair as far as the U.S. market is concerned. They are 


very supportive of their dealers and plan lots of advertising for the 
machine. 


The Whithams were in England for the ZX Microfair which was held May 
10th. They talked with Amstrad, and met with a lot of QL vendors. We 
will have more about their trip next month. 
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We should be receiving the May SINCLAIR QL WORLD issue very shortly. 
The April issue, as we reported last month was sold out but we did, 
receive an office copy. They had readers vote for best software, 
hardware, etc. in the December issue and announced some of the results 
in the April. In "best arcade game software” the winner was LANDS OF 
HAVOC, by Microdeal. In the "best strategy game” category the rather 
obvious winner was QL CHESS by Psion. Microdeal’s QL FLIGHT SIMULATOR 
won aS most innovative software product. Triptych won in "best 


business software” for their three packages-ENTREPENEUR, DECISION 
MAKER, and PROJECT PLANNER. 


A lot of new software has appeared since last month. Some we have 
mentioned and will review more thoroughly in this issue. Others we 
have either just ordered or just heard about. CONCEPT 3D is finally 
shipping. This is a superb program. We interviewed Bob Fingerle in the 
January QLR. The documentation on CONCEPT is excellent. 


QL MAILMERGE is now shipping. As we have stated before, this is a very 


user-friendly program and is a must for those of you running a QL ina 
small business. 


One piece of software eagerly awaited for is QL TOOLKIT II, by Tony 
Tebby. This is the ROM version- the ROM cartridge plugs into the 
cartridge port of your QL. Care Electronics, who make the ROM 
cartridges for all companies-- Metacomco, APL, Eidersoft, etc., say 
they are working on a piece of hardware that will enable you to plug 


in more than one cartridge at a time but for now you only can use one/(/im) 


at a time. 


Called the QL SUPER TOOLKIT, the cartridge has a full screen editor, 
is SUPERCHARGE compatible, and has an ALTKEY function for last line 
recall. Also included are commands for job control, resident 
programs, file handling, and print using. Extended networking commands 
have also been included which allow disk drives, printers, etc. to be 
shared between QL’s. A new broadcast protocol is included. Over 100 
extended commands are on this version. A resident spooler and 
resident configurable clock are included and Job Control now displays 
the entire job tree in the QL. Suspending, removing and activating 
jobs are all functions of the job control extensions. Default 
directories now contain wild-card directory listings, file statistics, 
deletion, copying and renaming. 


One feature which is particularly nice for people who are using the QL 
in a small business application is the enhanced networking 
capabilities. These capabilities could also just as easily apply to 
people using the QL in education. 


TOOLKIT II’s main difference over the earlier version and over a 
"straight” QL is that you can now transfer any file, not just a 
SuperBasic program. Let’s use our Point of Sale System as an example. 
Previously, we could not transfer any of our database files from one 
QL to another. In fact, we couldn’t even transfer the QLDB program . 
However now, with TOOLKIT II, here is all we do. First, we assign 
network station for the "slave,” say, as "net 2”. We then enter the 
additional SuperBasic keyword "fserve” which adds file server 
capabilities. We then enter one more command: 
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nfs_use mdv,ni_flpl_,nl_flpe2 


Our second QL contains extra memory but does not have disk drives. The 
above command lets the second QL use the first < "net 1”) QL’s drives. 
Everytime station 2 uses a mdvl_ or mdv2_ command, it will now access 
the disk drive‘l or 2) on station 1. 


As far as our Point of Sale is concerned, this is what we now 
envision. The same could hold true for any business. We have operators 
in front of QL’s that have perhaps an extra 128 or 256k of memory. 
They are all linked to one QL «(net 1) which has dual drives. If any 
station wants to load the database program, all they have to do is 
type: exec_w mdvl_qldb and the program is loaded via the network. Once 
QLDB is loaded, the user can then open the stockfile or the customer 
file or whatever via the network. However, only one station can be 
accessing a given file at one time. Remember this is not multi-user, 
although it comes very close. Networked QL’s can all tie into one 
printer or one disk drive, etc. For schools, this has enormous 
possibilities. Most computers with networking capabilities cost many 
times more than a QL. 


The other new program we have received is WANDERER. If you only buy 
one game for the QL, this is the one you should buy. This game is 
absolutely incredible. It utilizes true 3D graphics-- you have to wear 
glasses that are supplied with the game in order to play it. The logo 
screen is a series of stairs that rush out towards you. If you put 
your hand out, you experience the strange sensation of "touching” the 
stairs a full four to five inches before your fingers touch the 
monitor. 


The game’s plot has you, as the Wanderer, exploring space in search of 
your landlady’s cat. It has been stolen by the all-powerful sphinx. To 
recover the cat, you have to stop at planets along the way and play 
poker. You are given two cards and try to exchange them for a better 
hand with the planets. As you succeed, you gain points, and cats ( you 
need 8000 cats) needed to gain access to the home of the sphinx and do 
battle against him. Your goal is to attain a high enough ability 
rating through cards, cats, and, fighting aliens in space, to enter 
three black holes and get a joker from each. These jokers with your 
other cards let you get to the sphinx. 


It sounds complicated but it’s not. The best part about WANDERER is 
flying through space fighting other ships. In 3D, the ships come in 


from straight ahead, above, and even behind you. Radar tracks the 
objects. As you fire your lasers, you see the shots race off into 
infinity. The stars seem endless. All sorts of strange objects 


appear-- bicycles, cats, ships, cards. 


This game is in a class all by itself. There is really nothing on any 
other computer that can compare with it for the truly innovative 
visual effects it creates. Other games on the QL are good. On a scale 
of one to five, this game rates a ten. 
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We also have just received Talent’s new ASSEMBLER WORKBENCH which we 
mentioned in last month’s issue. For the price of $49.95, this package 
which includes an editor, assembler, disassembler, monitor and 
debugger, is an excellent value. Write us for more information on this 
one. Talent is also set to release a 2-D CAD package and will soon 
have a PCB design package available. They also will be offering the 
compiler which they used to develop ZKUL and WEST, their two textual 
adventure games. Also we will be stocking Talent’s new 68-bit ADC 
system that plugs into the ROM port for data capture. We will let you 
know when we are stocking these items via the QLR or drop us a line 


saying you are interested and we will notify you by postcard when we 
receive stock. 


We have a new game title coming which is supposed to be excellent 
called KARATE. Any of you who have Spectrums probably have heard of 
KUNG FU or WAY OF THE EXPLODING FIST. This is supposed to be much 
better and with much faster graphics. We will review it for you next 
month. 


Our daily use of ARCHIVE continues to teach us new things about this 
great program. We want to mention the use of the SPOOLON and SPOOLOFF 
commands which might come in handy to a lot of you. 


In our Point of Sale System, each customer who requests a catalog is 
checked to see if he or she is already in the customer database, and 
if not already in, inserted. We do this every day to keep the file as 
current as possible. We used to take invoices out of the printer, put 
in labels and wrote a little procedure whereby after each customer was 
inserted their name and address would be printed on a mailing label. 
After hitting ”F5” to insert the customer, and then ”F4” to exit 
insert/alter mode, we would then type ”lp” and the customer’s name and 
address would be printed on a mailing label so we could send hima 
catalog. In this way we were killing two birds with one stone- 
updating the customer file immediately and printing the labels. 
However, sometimes this got confusing if we were trying to generate 
invoices. Because our customer file now has over 2200 records, we 
could not use an unexpanded, microdrive-based QL. The file is over 
250,000 bytes. 


The procedure to print labels is straightforward. We call it ”lp” and 
it will print single labels: 


proc lip 

lprint fname$;”" ”; lnameS 

lprint street$ 

lprint citys 

lprint state$;” "3; zips 
lprint 

lprint 

endproc 


Six ”lprint” statements are needed for proper spacing on most labels. 
With SPOOLON and SPOOLOFF we do not have to print the labels 
immediately. And, we don’t need an expanded machine. Here is what you 


can do. When you open your file, type SPOOLON and the program will 
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prompt you for a name. If using cartridges, the default will be 
microdrive two so you only have to enter a name- “labels” perhaps. If 
using disk but you want the file on cartridge then you would have to 
enter- "mdv2_labels” or the default would obviously be disk. 


You then would INSERT your new customers, clients, etc. into the file. 
After each customer is inserted, we hit "F5”" and then "F4" just like 
before. We also type ”lp” just like before. This time, though, with 
the SPOOLON command on, nothing happens. We continue adding the new 
people and typing "lp” after each insertion as if we were printing 
labels immediately. When we are done with all the catalog requests, we 
type SPOOLOFF. This then saves the "labels” file to your default 
storage device. In our case, to microdrive two. If you list a 
directory you will see the file, "labels_lis.” 


We have one QL set up in the office with an old Seikosha GP-100 
printer and a Centronics interface. All that printer does is print 
mailing labels. We take our cartridge with the "labels lis” file, put 
in in drive one, for example, and type in : 


copy mdvl_labels lis to serl 


All the labels for catalog requests from new customers are printed 
out, spaced correctly, ready to be stuck on the 2068, 1000, or QL 
catalogs. 


If you are doing database work and need to work on your database and 
print at the same time, and don’t necessarily have access to a printer 
at that particular point in time, SPOOLON and SPOOLOFF can alleviate 
that problem. All lprint statements are redirected from the printer to 
the file you have named when you set up with SPOOLON. When you type 
SPOOLOFF the file is closed. For business applications this can prove 
very useful. 


We are trying to keep a list of programs that will not run with 
expanded memory. CHESS, for example, on a 512 for some reason gives an 
“out of memory” error, but if you type CONTINUE and ENTER, the program 
runs fine. BJ in 3DLand loads and runs but the cartridge continues to 
run and run and run. We are working on a patch. WANDERER and QL FLIGHT 
run without any problems. Talent is sending us patches for ZKUL and 
WEST. HYPERDRIVE will not run on a Miracle 512k. HOME FINANCE by 
Sinclair Research will also not run. We will keep you up to date on 
this in future issues of QLR. 


QUANTA is the name of the Independent QL User's Group in England. 
Headed by Leon Heller, it publishes a monthly newsletter which we feel 
would be a nice complement to our QLR for all of you interested in the 
QL. QUANTA also has a library of QL programs available to members for 
usually only a dollar or two-many of the programs are free. They 
currently have over 300 programs. Most are excellent, such as the one 
we mentioned last month which would let you read IBM disks on your QL 
disk drive. 


The secretary of QUANTA is Brian Pain and his address for membership 
information and rates is: 
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Brian Pain, Secretary 
QUANTA 

24 Oxford Street 

Stony Stratford 
Milton Keynes MK11 1JU 
ENGLAND 


Mention to Brian you heard about them from QLR. 


We have a number of requests for information from various subscribers 
which we hope somebody reading out there will be able to answer. 
Ronald Grant needs help on installing a Riteman printer. His address 
is : 212 60th Ave VW., Bradenton FL 33507. Dwight Juras would like any 
and all information available on interfacing a QL with an Amdek XY100 
plotter. His address is : 167 Crystal Springs Rd., San Mateo CA 94402. 
And Zack Taylor wrote telling us he bought a Brother EP-44 printer on 
sale at Macy’s for $100 but needs help in interfacing it to his QL. 
The printer can use a ribbon and print on normal paper or can be used 
without a ribbon with thermal paper. His address is: PO Box 133, 
Bethlehem GA 30620. 


In the “helpful hints” department, we have a few useful pieces of 
information. First, for those of you doing database applications, 
please try and use the OPEN command only when you are actually 
inserting or altering records. If you are printing labels, reviewing 
data, etc. etc. use the LOOK command! Why? If you are using LOOK and 
have a system crash, the screen freezes, or you just plain forget to 
close the file...no data will be lost. With the file open, the results 
can be catastrophic, as many of us know. The other nice thing about 
the look command is you can change the order, use different 
SELECTions, and since nothing is permanent, you can make a mistake 
that will not change anything. 


Remember that if you have your file ordered on one field and by 
mistake have the file OPEN and then forget and use the "find” command 
instead of the "locate” command, you will destroy the order of the 
file . On an unexpanded machine with microdrives, when you go to 
re-order, you might not have enough room on cartridge. When our 
customer file had almost 1000 records on cartridge ad we were up to 
105k, we literally did not have enough room left to re-order the file, 
it took an extra 5k. Extra memory of course with microdrives would 
alleviate this problen. 


For people who have the Modapter, if you are setting up your macro 
keys remember that CONTROL M will force a linefeed. For example, 
suppose you want to autolog onto Compuserve and have "Fe” as your user 
ID and "CONTROL F2” as your password. If your ID is "70000,0000” you 
would enter in the first macro-key "70000,0000 M,” where "M’ is 
CONTROL and the ”M” key. In this way, when you sign on and Compuserve 
asks you for your ID, you only have to hit "Fe” and it will enter your 
ID and give you a carriage return. 


We have found a problem with some QL’s which we want to alert you to. 
A customer who we sold a QL and an Epson printer to called and said 
the printer did not work. We sent another Centronics interface 
thinking that might be the problem and the printer still would not 
work. We had him send the computer back to us, hooked it up to our 
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Prowriter and our power supply and it still wouldn’t work. Then, when 
we went to use our computer, printer, etc. our printer would not work. 


After hours of trying to isolate the problem, we discovered that the 
serial ports on the customer's QL were defective to the extent that 
they blew the line on the power supply that controlled peripheral 
devices. Consequently, our power supply would not run our printer. 
When we changed power supplies, everything was fine. If any of you 
hook up a printer and it doesn’t work, it could be either a defective 
power supply and/or defective serial ports. We have only come across 
this once but keep it in mind. 


The following is a letter from one of our readers, Marshall Stiles, in 
Florida. He writes: 


I am attaching a copy of a short program which demonstrates 
how an array of data can be saved ina file with only one 
command. This was actually discovered by accident. 
Previously, I had always seen arrays written to storage 
devices one element at a time. Out of a desire to see what 
was in an array when I was debugging a program and 
questioning how the QL handled variables I discovered that a 
dimensioned array or data name could not be reused without 
encountering an error or altering its contents. For some 
unexplainable reason I experimented by calling the array name 
or data name to the screen with the PRINT command. In other 
words, "PRINT D$”, D$ having been dimensioned with DIM 
D$(100,10). To my amazement the contents of the whole thing 
appeared on the screen. This lead me to the theory that one 
could write or print it to the drives in the same way. I hope 
this will be of value to your readers... 


The program is as follows: 


100 REMark data save and load, by Marshall Stiles, May 1986 
110 CLS: PRINT”’creating data...” 
120 OPEN_NEW #3, mdvl1_data5_ data 

130 DIM array$ (10, 80) 

140 FOR i=1 TO 10 

150 value=RNDX10 

160 array$ (i)=value 

170 END FOR i 

180 PRINT "saving data...” 

190 PRINT #3, array$:CLOSE #3 

200 PRINT "retrieving and displaying data...” 
210 OPEN_IN #3,mdvl1_data5 data 

220 DIM array$(10, 80) 

230 FOR i= 1 TO 10 

240 INPUT #3, array$(i) 

250 PRINT array$<i) 

260 END FOR i 

270 CLOSE #3 

280 STOP: REMark the end 


Line 190 saves the whole array to microdrive 1, but it must 
be retrieved one element of the array at a time. Previously, 
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I thought you had to save an array one element at a time, but 
one day I gave the direct command, ’PRINT ARRAYS’ and the 
whole thing appeared on the screen before my eyes. 


Marshall Stiles ~ 
5020 SW 127 Place 
Miami FL 33175 


We want to try and print as many reader letters, programs, hints, or 
requests for help as we can so if you have something interesting, 
please send it in for us to see. 

Next month we hope to be adding at least one contributing editor to 
our editorial staff, in an effort to better serve you with more 
detailed information on selected subjects. The QL software and 
hardware markets have grown so much in the last year that we feel we 
need additional editors to adequately handle various aspects of these 


markets. Software now has games, utilities, and business programs and 
we want to make sure these different categories are covered well 
enough to inform you in the best way possible. Hardware is also 


getting more complex, with hard disks now looming on the horizon. 


With the American QL software market just now beginning, we want to 
encourage programmers to start writing more for the QL. We will have 
more information about a ”’Newsroom’ or ”Printshop” type program that 
is reportedly in the works in future issues. PC-IMPORT, the program 
that translates MS-Basic programs to SuperBasic, should be out within 
the month. We would like to see a cross-compiler available so any IBM 
program could run. Or how about an Amiga or Atari compiler? 


With the new American distributors for the QL, A Plus, I think you all 
will see much more exposure of the QL in magazines, etc. in the next 
few months. Shows such as the Computerfest in Cincinnatti are being 
planned for New York city in the Fall, and posssibly Phoenix and San 
Francisco next year. For those of you who had problems with Sinclair 
in the past, especially if you ordered directly from them, had a 
problem, and now are dealing with A Plus, be patient. They inherited a 
lot of problems which they are earnestly trying to correct. You will 
not find better business people anywhere than George and Carol 
Whitham, and their staff, Mark, Johanaa, and anybody else i have 
forgotten to mention. They care about their dealers because they want 
their dealers to care about, you, the customer. 


Next month will see the interview portion of QLR re-instated, 
hopefully, after a two month absence. We also should have a full 
review of Talent’s new ASSEMBLER WORKBENCH, KARATE, and some new 
utility programs that are on order. Remember, for those of you with an 
RGB color monitor, WANDERER is the game right now, with absolutely 
incredible graphics. 


Until next month, enjoy your QL. 


